WOMEN

Rights of Women Update:
Changes to scope of legal aid for domestic abuse immigration
applications

This note from Rights of Women provides information relating to how migrant victims
of domestic abuse can access legal aid to apply for settlement as a victim of
domestic abuse.

Immigration applications for settlement as a victim of domestic abuse

Migrant victims of domestic abuse can apply for indefinite leave under Appendix
Victim of Domestic Abuse (VDA) of the Immigration Rules if their relationship has
broken down permanently as a result of domestic abuse and their last grant of leave
was as a partner under a specific category of the Immigration Rules as set out in
Appendix VDA.

Changes to the scope of legal aid in England & Wales

Changes to legal aid rules have come into force today, on 21 May 2025, to make
legal aid available to all those who are eligible to apply for indefinite leave under
Appendix VDA of the Immigration Rules.

These changes to legal aid rules were necessary because, as the immigration rules
for victims of domestic abuse expanded over recent years increasing those eligible
to apply for settlement, government failed to ensure legal aid rules were expanded in
alignment. This meant that, until now, some cohorts eligible to apply for settlement
could access legal aid automatically while others had to apply for legal aid (in a
process called ‘exceptional case funding’) or not receive it at all. The changes to
legal aid introduced today address this misalignment, ensuring that legal aid is
available to everyone who is eligible to apply for settlement under Appendix VDA of
the Immigration Rules as a victim of domestic abuse.

While most dependent children apply for settlement at the same time as their parent
and do not require legal aid separate to them, Appendix VDA of the Immigration
Rules allows dependent children to apply separately after their parent, in which case
legal aid is also available to a dependent child in this situation.

The technical detail

The described changes to legal aid have been made by statutory instrument The
Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (Legal Aid: Domestic
Abuse) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2025. The relevant provision of the
statutory instrument is Article 3(4).



This statutory instrument has amended the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of
Offenders Act 2012, specifically paragraph 28(1) of Schedule 1 which now reads:

“Civil legal services provided to an individual in relation to an application for leave to
enter or indefinite leave to remain in the United Kingdom in reliance on Appendix
Victim of Domestic Abuse to the immigration rules.”

Report issues to Rights of Women

Rights of Women gathers information and evidence relating to the operation of the
immigration rules and policies for victims of domestic abuse. We use information we
obtain to campaign for improvements. Please tell us about any problems your clients
experience under the domestic abuse immigration rules and policies, as well as
related issues like legal aid, by posting on our google group Women’s Migration and
Asylum Network (WoMAN) if you are a member.
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