WOMEN

Rights of Women Update:
eVisas for victims of domestic abuse with leave under the Migrant
Victims of Domestic Abuse Concession (MVDAC)

This note from Rights of Women provides information relating to how migrant victims
of domestic abuse with immigration status under the Migrant Victims of Domestic
Abuse Concession (MVDAC) can access their eVisa to prove their status.

MVDAC eVisas

Rights of Women contacted the Home Office in January 2025 to address a systemic
problem within Home Office systems that meant victims of domestic abuse granted
leave under the MVDAC were unable to access their eVisa to view or prove their
immigration status.

We have recently been informed by the Home Office that the issue has now been
fixed. That means people with leave under the MVDAC should now be able to view
and prove their eVisa.

The Home Office has informed us they will contact individuals who were affected by
the systemic problem to inform them of the resolution.

Anyone with leave under the MVDAC should now be able to access and share their
immigration status using the ‘view and prove’ service on gov.uk:
https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status

If a person does not already have a UKVI account when they are granted leave
under the MVDAC, they will need to set up an account to access their eVisa and will
be given instructions on how to do so in their grant letter.

Section 3(c) leave and eVisas

Anyone granted MVDAC leave who, before their 3 months leave expires, makes a
valid application for further leave (e.g. an application for indefinite leave under
Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse) has their leave and related rights extended by
section 3(c) of the Immigration Act 1971 — often referred to as ‘3C leave’.

Anyone in this situation with 3C leave should be able to view and share their eVisa to
prove their continuing status.



Travelling outside the UK with MVDAC or section 3(c) leave

Anyone with MVDAC leave or section 3(c) leave should not travel outside the UK.
That is because departing the UK would cause their leave to end immediately. It may
also affect any pending application and mean they are unable to return to the UK.

MVDAC leave eVisas state that people can “travel in and out of the country” which
we consider misleading.

Rights of Women is reviewing MVDAC grant letters and information displayed on
MVDAC eVisas given our concern that the risks relating to travel outside the UK are
not adequately explained to people with this status. We welcome receiving
anonymised MVDAC grant letters or MVDAC eVisas to assist this work.

Report issues to Rights of Women

Rights of Women is gathering information and evidence relating to MVDAC eVisas.
We use information we obtain to campaign for improvements.

Please tell us about any problems your clients experience viewing and / or proving
their MVDAC leave (including section 3C leave after a valid immigration application
is made before the MVDAC leave expires).

Please also let us know if your clients with MVDAC leave (including section 3C
leave) have an eVisa or grant letter that states they can travel in and out of the UK.

You can share feedback with us by posting on our google group Women’s Migration
and Asylum Network (WoMAN) if you are a member.
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