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Rights of Women Update: 26 March 2026 
 
Changes to settlement policy for migrant victims of domestic abuse 
 
 
 
This update from Rights of Women addresses today’s changes to UK government 
policy for migrant victims of domestic abuse applying for settlement under Appendix 
Victim of Domestic Abuse (VDA) of the Immigration Rules.  
 
What has changed? 
 
 Appendix VDA Immigration Rules 
 Appendix VDA guidance 
 
When did the changes come into effect? 
 
The changes took effect on 26 March 2026. 
 
Summary of Changes 
 
Alongside today’s changes to the Immigration Rules at Appendix VDA, the Home 
Office has updated its policy guidance relating to Appendix VDA at the same time. 
The changes to guidance go beyond the changes to the Immigration Rules. 
 
Alongside the introduction of a new section within Appendix VDA guidance on 
ensuring an applicant’s UKVI account is secure1, there are broadly 3 sets of changes 
to the guidance. These relate to dependent children, the assessment of evidence2 of 
domestic abuse, and the assessment of counter-allegations3 of domestic abuse.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Page 8 Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse, version 22, published 26.03.2026 
2 Pages 32-58 Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse, version 22, published 26.03.2026 
3 Pages 65-68 Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse, version 22, published 26.03.2026 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-victim-of-domestic-abuse
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence
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Dependent children 
 
Rights of Women’s update on 5 March 2026 explained the changes to Appendix 
VDA of the Immigration Rules affecting dependent children applying for settlement 
as a victim of domestic abuse with or after their parent.  
 
The changes to the rules announced on 5 March 2026, that come into force today on 
26 March 2026, are: 
• removal of a financial requirement for children to be supported without public 

funds 
• removal of an English language requirement for adult children 
• removal of a Knowledge of Life in the UK requirement for adult children. 
 
In addition, a procedural rule has been changed relating to which application form 
children should use. Dependent children who apply after their parent can now use 
the same application form called SET(DV). This change addresses a procedural 
barrier that children previously faced accessing a fee waiver on the previously used 
form SET(F). Regrettably it appears the Home Office has updated the Immigration 
Rules to confirm this change to application forms but has forgotten to update its 
guidance in line – we would advise everyone to follow the rules and apply on form 
SET(DV).  
 
Evidence of Domestic Abuse 
 
Migrant victims of domestic abuse applying for settlement need to prove they have 
been a victim of domestic abuse. While there is no mandatory type of evidence, 
Home Office guidance sets out a non-exhaustive list of different types of evidence of 
domestic abuse and how decision-makers should evaluate it.  
 
Today’s update to Appendix VDA guidance includes changes to the ‘types of 
evidence’ table that decision-makers must consider when assessing an application. 
The most significant change relates to evidence from domestic abuse professionals 
providing their professional assessments.   
 
Domestic abuse professionals working within a charity or public sector organisation 
providing domestic abuse services should be supported to understand the changes 
as they may require additional information to be included in letters of support.  
 
In a newly inserted section of the guidance, domestic abuse evidence from 
professionals that do not work within a charity or public sector organisation providing 
domestic abuse services will be subject to greater scrutiny.  
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Rights of Women will in due course provide further information to assist domestic 
abuse professionals understand the change.  
 
Counter-allegations 
 
A new section of guidance relating to the assessment of counter-allegations has 
been included in the Appendix VDA guidance published today. This replaces briefer 
content relating to counter-allegations that was previously in publication.  
 
Today’s changes to Appendix VDA policy guidance recognise the complexities of 
counter-allegations and how they can be made falsely by perpetrators or arise when 
victims engage in defensive/resistance behaviours in response to abuse. UKVI 
decision-makers are now encouraged to identify the primary victim and primary 
perpetrator through a rounded contextual analysis of domestic abuse relationships, 
rather than forming conclusions based on an individual incident.   

Appendix VDA policy guidance now provides important procedural protection for 
applicants who may not be aware of counter-allegations made against them directly 
to the Home Office or other statutory agencies. Where the Home Office is 
considering refusing an application based on a counter-allegation from the sponsor 
or their family, applicants will now be told about the counter-allegation against them 
and given an opportunity to provide further information or evidence in response to it.  

 
Getting advice from Rights of Women  
 
Rights of Women’s specialist immigration lawyers provide advice on immigration law 
relating to domestic abuse:  
 
• Women can access free legal advice from Rights of Women by calling our 

Immigration & Asylum Law Line on 020 7490 7689 open Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10am-12pm and 2-4pm  

 
• Professionals can access free second tier legal advice from Rights of Women by 

calling our Professionals’ Advice line on 020 8138 8028 open fortnightly on 
Fridays, 10am – 12pm  

 
Report issues to Rights of Women 
 
Help us to campaign for improvements by reporting any issues you experience 
relating to the domestic abuse immigration rules and policies.  
 
 
 
26 March 2026 

https://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/get-advice/immigration-and-asylum-law/

