WOMEN

Rights of Women Update

Changes announced to remove barriers for dependent children
applying for settlement after domestic abuse

This update from Rights of Women addresses changes to UK government policy for
migrant victims of domestic abuse applying for settlement under Appendix Victim of
Domestic Abuse (VDA) of the Immigration Rules.

This update supplements Rights of Women’s legal guide ‘Indefinite leave for victims
of domestic abuse’ which was published before the changes set out here were
announced.

What is changing?

The government has announced changes to Appendix VDA of the Immigration
Rules.

These are the immigration rules which provide for migrant victims of domestic abuse,
and their dependent children, to obtain settlement (aka indefinite leave) when their
relationship breaks down because of domestic abuse.

The changes relate to applications made by dependent children and overturn a
harmful policy that was introduced by the last government in January 2024.

The changes remove current eligibility requirements that apply to dependent children
making it simpler for dependent children to qualify.

The eligibility requirements being removed by the change are:

e Financial requirement (adequate maintenance and accommodation without
recourse to public funds)

e English language requirement for dependent child over the age of 18

e Knowledge of life in UK requirement for dependent child over the age of 18
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Going forward, dependent children will only need to prove their relationship with their
parent who is applying with them to qualify for settlement as a victim of domestic
abuse.

Alongside this important policy change, a minor procedural change has been
introduced at the same time. Dependent children who apply after their parent can
now use the same application form called SET (DV). This rectifies a procedural
barrier that children currently face when using the government’s specified application
form which does not have the fee waiver request functionality that the SET (DV) form
has.

When will the changes come into effect?

The changes will take effect on 26 March 2026.

Rights of Women’s reaction

Rights of Women welcomes this long-awaited policy change, having campaigned for
the removal of these rules relating to dependent children since they were introduced
in January 2024.

However, further reform is still needed. We continue to urge the government to
amend immigration policies affecting victims of domestic abuse so that children - and
other family members - can qualify for protection in their own right when their
relationship with a visa sponsor breaks down due to domestic abuse.

Getting advice from Rights of Women

Rights of Women'’s specialist immigration lawyers provide advice on immigration law
relating to domestic abuse:

e Women can access free legal advice from Rights of Women by calling our
Immigration & Asylum Law Line on 020 7490 7689 open Mondays and
Thursdays, 10am-12pm and 2-4pm

e Professionals can access free second tier legal advice from Rights of Women by

calling our Professionals’ Advice line on 020 8138 8028 open fortnightly on
Fridays, 10am — 12pm

5 March 2026



https://www.rightsofwomen.org.uk/get-advice/immigration-and-asylum-law/

