
 

Rights of Women Announcement:  
Changes made to the Migrant Victims of Domestic Abuse 
Concession (MVDAC) and Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse 
(VDA) guidance on 25 February 2025 
 
This note from Rights of Women provides information relating to recent changes to 
domestic abuse immigration policies. 
 
Government has made changes to the Migrant Victims of Domestic Abuse 
Concession (MVDAC) and Appendix Victim of Domestic Abuse (VDA) guidance.  
 
What has changed? 
 
 Appendix VDA Immigration Rules 
 Appendix VDA guidance 
 MVDAC guidance 
 
Updated policy guidance relating to the MVDAC and Appendix VDA reflecting the 
changes can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-
domestic-violence 
 
When did the changes come into effect? 
 
The changes took effect on 25 February 2025. 
 
Summary of changes 
 
The same set of changes has been made to MVDAC guidance and Appendix VDA 
guidance.  
 
The following cohorts of migrants have been added to the scope of the MVDAC and 
Appendix VDA policies: 
- those who were last granted leave to enter as the partner of a British / settled 

person under Part 8 of the Immigration Rules;  
- those who were last granted leave as the partner of a refugee under Part 8 of the 

Immigration Rules; 
- those who were last granted limited leave as a victim of domestic abuse under 

Part 8 of the Immigration Rules. 
 
Part 8 of the Immigration Rules here refers to the old family migration rules which 
were replaced by Appendix FM on 9 July 2012. There are a small group of people to 
whom the Part 8 family migration rules still apply because their application was made 
before 9 July 2012 and they have not yet obtained indefinite leave.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-violence


Please note that changes have not yet been made to the Appendix VDA Immigration 
Rules and so grants of settlement to the above cohorts will be made outside the 
rules. Rights of Women understands that the Home Office intends to make changes 
to the Immigration Rules to align with these guidance changes at a suitable time in 
the future.  

The changes correct mistakes the Home Office made at various stages when 
developing its policy and do not reflect substantive changes to the scope of the 
domestic abuse immigration policies.  

Given most people who were last granted leave under Part 8 of the Immigration 
Rules would have by now obtained settlement, this included cohort is likely very 
small and it would be rare to come across cases.  

The changes apply to both in country and out of country applications for indefinite 
leave as a victim of domestic abuse. That means victims of transnational marriage 
abandonment who were abandoned overseas many years ago may still be in scope 
of this policy.  

Getting advice from Rights of Women 

Rights of Women’s specialist immigration lawyers provide advice on immigration law 
relating to domestic abuse, including the MVDAC and Appendix VDA:  

• Women can access free legal advice from Rights of Women by calling our
Immigration & Asylum Law Line on 020 7490 7689 open Mondays and
Thursdays, 10am-12pm and 2-4pm

• Professionals can access free second tier legal advice from Rights of Women by
calling our Professionals’ Advice line on 020 8138 8028 open fortnightly on
Fridays, 10am – 12pm

Report issues to Rights of Women 

Rights of Women is gathering information and evidence relating to the operation of 
the immigration rules and policies for victims of domestic abuse. We will use 
information we obtain to campaign for improvements. Please tell us about any 
problems your clients experience under the domestic abuse immigration rules and 
policies by posting on our google group Women’s Migration and Asylum Network 
(WoMAN) if you are a member. 
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