WOMEN

Announcement:
Change made to the Migrant Victims of Domestic Abuse
Concession (MVDAC) on 4 February 2025

Government has made a change to the scope of the Migrant Victims of Domestic
Abuse Concession (MVDAC).

The change took effect on 4 February 2025.
Updated policy guidance relating to the MVDAC and reflecting the change can be

found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/victims-of-domestic-
violence

What is the change to the MVDAC?

The MVDAC has been expanded to include one additional cohort of migrant victims
of domestic abuse.

Victims of domestic abuse who were last granted leave as a partner under the
Ukraine Schemes on the basis of their relationship with a Ukrainian national are now
included as eligible to apply under the MVDAC. This Ukraine Scheme cohort can
access three months leave outside the rules with access to public funds under the
MVDAC.

Does this change also apply to the settlement route for victims of domestic
abuse?

No.

This Ukraine Scheme cohort is not eligible to apply for indefinite leave as a victim of
domestic abuse. They are therefore in a similar position as dependent partners of
workers or students who have been included under the MVDAC, but excluded from
the settlement route for victims of domestic abuse.

What are the benefits of this change?

Victims of domestic abuse who have permission under the Ukraine Schemes already
have a type of status that gives them access to public funds. A person with more
than three months left of their Ukraine Scheme permission is unlikely to benefit from
applying to the MVDAC and may in fact be disadvantaged by doing so.

Where a person’s permission under the Ukraine Scheme has already expired and
they have become an overstayer, if they are not eligible to apply to the Ukraine
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Permission Extension Scheme because their relationship has broken down, they
may benefit from applying to the MVDAC.

What are the risks to be aware of?

Once granted under the MVDAC, a person’s previous permission is replaced and
cannot be reinstated.

Victims of domestic abuse should always get regulated immigration advice before
applying to the MVDAC to understand the potential risks and benefits of doing so, as
well as any other options they may have.

Given there is no option to apply for indefinite leave as a victim of domestic abuse,
before taking the step of applying to the MVDAC, a person should get advice on
whether they have any other options to apply to stay in the UK. If there are
alternative options, it may be in a person’s best interests to make an alternative
application instead of applying to the MVDAC.

Once a person has been granted under the MVDAC, this could damage their
chances of applying under other immigration routes (for example, a person may be
unable to apply for a work visa after they have obtained leave under the MVDAC).

Children who are not British or settled need separate advice. Generally the same
adviser should be able to advise both parent and child, however the child’s
circumstances must be considered separately.

Getting advice from Rights of Women

Rights of Women’s specialist immigration lawyers provide advice on immigration law
relating to domestic abuse, including the MVDAC:

e Women can access free legal advice from Rights of Women by calling our
Immigration & Asylum Law Line on 020 7490 7689 open Mondays and
Thursdays, 10am-12pm and 2-4pm

e Professionals can access free second tier legal advice from Rights of Women by
calling our Professionals’ Advice line on 020 8138 8028 open fortnightly on
Fridays, 10am — 12pm

Report issues to Rights of Women

Rights of Women is gathering information and evidence relating to the operation of
the immigration rules and policies for victims of domestic abuse. We will use
information we obtain to campaign for improvements. Please tell us about any
problems your clients experience under the domestic abuse immigration rules and
policies by posting on our google group Women’s Migration and Asylum Network
(WoMAN) if you are a member.
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